Reinforced and nonreinforced head-turn responses of infants as a function of stimulus bandwidth.
The purpose of this study was to investigate auditory-stimulus effects on head-turn response behavior of infants under conditions where responses were either reinforced or not reinforced with a visual stimulus. The auditory stimuli contained different frequency bandwidths between 2000 and 4000 Hz. The stimulus with the widest bandwidth resulted in more responses than the other two stimuli in the no-reinforcement condition. When conditioning was established and all responses were visually reinforced, there was no difference in response behavior among stimulus groups for either suprathreshold or threshold stimulation. These findings have implications for clinical assessment using visual reinforcement audiometry. Results suggest that bandwidth characteristics of the auditory stimulus have no influence on response behavior of infants providing conditioning can be established and maintained through the use of visual reinforcement.